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the various types of people who were expressing their
right to vote was new and interesting to me.

This comment magnifies the importance of teaching students to
interact with people who differ from them. Engagement with diverse
persons remains a crucial skill for effective public servants and
political leaders, who are tasked with solving important political
problems through collective action and engagement with a variety of
different populations. It is unclear how quickly this student would
have been able to gain a knowledge and potential appreciation of the
diversity of American voters and her local community with classroom
instruction alone.

Generally, each of these students expressed surprise that their views
about Oklahoma had changed as a result of conducting field research
in a new community. This finding is consistent with existing research
on the positive effects of CBL. Research shows that community
engagement in the college years is associated with decreases in
endorsements of racial stereotypes, greater awareness of racism and
inequality, and improved cross-cultural understanding (Bringle and
Kremer 1993; Dalton and Petrie 1997; Heldman and Israel-Trummel
2012; Hones 1997).

A handful of students additionally expressed interest in public service
professions as a result of their participation in the course, illustrating
a substantial impact of the course’s CBL format to encourage political
leadership and civic engagement. These reactions are consistent with
findings from Heldman and Israel-Trummel (2012), but are striking
given the much shorter amount of time spent in the community for exit
poll research compared to the higher stakes community engagement
in that research. The impact on at least two students suggests that even
short time spent engaging with the community, when coupled with

classroom academic learning, can positively affect career trajectories

and foster political interest:

Personally, this research made me think about politics
as a possible career. Being “in the field” talking to
voters and seeing how impassioned many of them
were about issues, without even asking, was a great

Bracicetal. | 35
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feeling. This project gave me a newfound respect for
our political process and the people involved in it.

This experience was by far one of my best college
experiences I have had. I feel like I learned more
from this experience than [ have from any other
classes I have ever had. Being out in the field and
learning how to relate to people and how to collect
data made me realize that this is something T could
see myself doing as a cazeer.

Meanwhile, another student became passionate about issues of
polarization as the result of the course, which caused her to apply to a
non-profit whose mission is to combat problems of partisan
polarization:

Because of this independent study I have applied for
a research internship in D.C. with a non-profit called
No Labels. I would have never thought of doing that
before this class, so I am pleased to find something I
could potentially be very passionate about and carry
out throughout my whole life.

Importantly, these comments exhibit the degree to which the CBL-
based exit polling course, consistent with other forms of CBL, was
transformative in its ability to increase efficacy on the part of students
(Astin, Sax, and Avalos 1999; Evler and Giles 1999; Gorman, Duify,
and Heffernan 1994; Heldman and Israel-Trummel 2012). Their
remarks show that by taking part in a hands-on exit polling experience,
many students gained an elevated sense of institutional trust and
empowerment. This is a starkly different finding from research on
high-cost forms of CBI., which can increase political efficacy while
simultaneously decreasing trust in government institutions (Heldman
and Israel-Trummel 2012). It appears that this type of CBL fosters
efficacy, while also solidifying pro-democracy views. Participating
students related that they felt they could make a difference by working
through the govermment and/or by engaging in political advocacy.
Similarly, other students did not necessarily feel compelled to link the
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may have also played a significant role in voters’ decision-making in
the context of this initiative. As the exit poll did not include questions
that would address alternative explanations such as this one, the
findings cannot speak to this possibility. It would be worthwhile to
pursue this and other competing explanations in future research
endeavors to understand the conditions under which citizens are likely
to support efforts to shrink the carceral state.

Figure 1
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The exit polling results also help to explain the faiture of SQ 790,
which called for the repeal of the ban on public expenditures on
religion in a state with heavy religious observation. Regressing SQ
790 vote choice on religious attendance shows that religiosity
certainly mattered for voters’ decision-making. Those who attend
religious services most often were approximately 45 percentage points
more likely to vote for the repeal compared to those who never
attended services. However, even among those who attend most
frequently, the measure failed to garner even 50% of the vote. The data
provide evidence that while religious attendance shaped support for
the initiative, the initiative was not very popular even among the most
faithful voters.

Finally, the results provide insight into how regulatory attitudes
shaped support for SQ 792, the alcohol modernization initiative. Ex
ante analysis might predict that support for this state question would
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be associated with anti-regulatory attitudes, as the law would increase
the number of vendors whe could sell beer and wine and remove
restrictions on Sunday sales. Moreover, the Yes on 792 Campaign
often used free market rhetoric to argue for the benefits of the
initiative. Therefore, support for SQ 792 was regressed on attitudes
toward regulation. To measure regulatory aftitudes, respondents were
asked, “How much government regulation of business is good for
society?” Respondents answer on a scale ranging from 0 (“none at
all”) to 4 (*a great deal”). Figure 1 reveals a surprising relationship
between regulatory attitudes and SQ 792 vote. Voters who prefer
greater regulation were slightly more likely to vote for the initiative
than those who prefer less, although the difference is not statistically
significant. This suggests that the free market rhetoric used by the SQ
792 campaign may not have been key to its passage. Indeed, across all
levels of preference for regulation, more than two-thirds of voters in
the exit poll sample supported the initiative.

In total, these regression results help identify possible explanations for
how voters made their decisions on ballot initiatives in November
2016. Further tests could be performed on this data to analyze voter
decisions. This type of analysis is impossible to perform with national
survey data, as voters in each state are asked to make decisions about
different policy outcomes. At the national level voters decide on
candidates, but never particular policies. Election returns alone within
states are also insufficient. This data may show how states or even
precincts voted, but this does little to explain the vote. Only by
sampling voters within one state and capturing vote choice in addition
to political opinion can researchers begin to understand how political
attitudes translate into particular policy preferences.

This research demonstrates a fruitful avenue for gathering original
data at relatively low cost in order to gain insight into how voters’
decision-making reflects their political attitudes. Future efforts would
do well to expand the range of questions to examine voters’ level of
familiarity and agreement with the major arguments made by the
proponents and the opponents of the ballot initiatives.The
questionnaire used in the 2016 exit poll did not include such questions
and thus the explanations offered for why voters supported the
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